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-- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –

THE AMERICAN SWEDISH HISTORICAL MUSEUM SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR 2009 SPIRIT OF RAOUL WALLENBERG HUMANITARIAN AWARD

Philadelphia The American Swedish Historical Museum is seeking nominations for its 2009 Spirit of Raoul Wallenberg Humanitarian Award.  The award is presented to an individual, individuals or organization who/which has demonstrated a commitment to humanitarianism through acts which achieve a significant contribution, other than money, to alleviate human suffering or injustice, involved sacrifices or risks and are performed without expectation of reward or recognition. The award is named after Raoul Wallenberg, the courageous Swedish diplomat and his work to save Hungarian Jews during World War II.

Raoul Wallenberg was a genuine hero of the Holocaust during the Second World War. A businessman given diplomatic status by the Swedish government, Wallenberg was sent to Budapest in the middle of the Hungarian Holocaust to contribute to Sweden’s on-going efforts to protect Jews there. He provided tremendous energy to the battle to save Jews, and used his diplomatic status with great bravery, imagination, and a profound sense of humanitarianism. His efforts, which took place in coordination with other neutral diplomats, directly saved the lives of many, and contributed to the survival of tens of thousands of Jews. By all accounts, he provided hope to those who knew of his efforts, and his deeds and memory are honored and commemorated around the world. Tragically, he never returned home to Sweden.

Nominees for The Spirit of Raoul Wallenberg Award will be considered without regard to race, national origin, citizenship, political association, religion/creed, gender or age.  The selected recipient need not have any relationship with, interest in or association with Sweden, the American Swedish Historical Museum or related organizations and causes.

The award is presented by the Board of Governors of the American Swedish Historical Museum. The Honorable Judge A. Leon Higginbotham received the first Spirit of Raoul Wallenberg Humanitarian Award in 1994 on the basis of his advocacy on behalf of America’s children within the legal profession and his human rights efforts in South Africa. In 1998, the award was given to Dr. William P. Magee, Jr. and Kathlene S. Magee for their work in establishing “Operation Smile”—a network of professionals and volunteers engaged in restoring badly distorted faces of children. Per Anger received the award in 2001. He was recognized for his collaboration with Raoul Wallenberg in saving Hungarian Jews during WWII.  The most recent recipient of the award (2003) is the Reverend Dr. Haruun L. Ruun of Sudan for his extraordinary efforts to bring peace to the divided state.

The Spirit of Raoul Wallenberg Award consists of a cash prize of $5,000 and a specially designed bowl from Orrefors, Sweden which is presented to the award recipient at the award ceremony which is scheduled for October of 2009. 

The Raoul Wallenberg Selection Committee is currently accepting nominations for the museum’s 2009 award. Nominations forms can be downloaded from www.americanswedish.org and must be submitted by September 30, 2008.PRIVATE 

###
Contact:  Tricia Davies


	 Educator & Public Relations Coordinator 	


	 Tel: 215-389-1776, Fax: 215-389-7701


	 Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@americanswedish.org" ��tdavies@americanswedish.org�


	


								















































