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Highlights of the Year 
 

 
 
At the same time, we were completing a major building improvement—the installation of a 
Siemens fire detection system. This is the museum’s first building-wide detection system. It 
is monitored 24 hours per day, so that the fire department can be notified immediately in the 
case of a fire event. The addition of this system has greatly increased the safety of the 
museum for visitors and the collection. This project was generously funded by grants from 
the Philadelphia City-Wide Capital Grants Fund, The Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation 
and the Sunoco Philadelphia Refinery. 
 
The changing exhibition gallery also got a new state-of-the-art lighting system in January. 
The new Lutron system is highly programmable and includes several fixtures which can be 
set independently. This flexible system allows us to light objects to varying degrees and is 
much safer for sensitive materials. It has given us the opportunity to display a greater variety 
of objects at the same time and to give loaning institutions confidence that their materials 
will be well taken care of. In addition, it is operated by a motion sensor so that lights can be 
kept lower when no one is in the gallery, serving to preserve the objects on display and 
conserve electricity. The new lighting has had a transformative effect on our gallery that has 
the most foot-traffic. This system was made possible by the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission; the Elis Olsson Memorial Foundation, in memory of Mr. Sture G. 
Olsson; and The Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation. 
 
Long-time friend of the museum, Esther Ann McFarland has pledged a gift of $250,000 to 
renovate the Colonial Room. Mrs. McFarland is a descendant of 2 members of the New 
Sweden Colony and has a passion to tell the story of that era of history. Her generous gift 
will allow the museum to research and re-interpret the colonial story in that room, as well as 
renovate the aging interior design elements. We are planning to unveil the re-done gallery in 
spring of 2011. We hope this will be the first in a series of permanent galleries to be re-
installed over the coming decade. 
 
There is much for the museum to look forward to in the next year, and with the help of our 
members and friends we will continue to do our best to weather the current economic crisis. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Tracey Beck, Executive Director 

In a year where many institutions were focusing on survival due 
to the economic crisis engulfing the country, the ASHM 
continued to thrive. The fall started in a burst of color and activity 
with the opening of the exhibition The Art of the Brick® in 
August. The museum was abuzz with excitement (especially on 
days school was out) and broke all previous attendance records. 
The majority of the nearly 10,000 people who saw the exhibition 
had never been to the museum before. School attendance for the 
fall more than doubled that of previous years. 
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The Work of the Board’s Committees 
 
 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 

The Audit Committee met with the Kreisher Miller representatives to review a draft of the 
audit and listen to their management recommendations. The suggestions of the committee 
were incorporated into the final draft of the audit. 
 
Erik Muther, Chair 
Members: Agneta Bailey, Bo Bergqvist,  Leonard Busby, Anna-Greta O’Neill, Sandra Pfaff, 
Robert Savage, Kirk Seagers      
 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMTTEE  
 
Your Buildings and Grounds Committee has met periodically throughout the year to address 
continuing maintenance problems, review plans for current facility projects and arrive at an 
overall solution to items which have been indicated on a priority list. Major building 
improvements that were accomplished this year include the installation of a fire detection 
system, new track lighting in the changing exhibition gallery, and replacement of roof 
lighting for the cupola. Although the priority list covers items that should be done shortly, it 
was determined that until the overall water problem is solved, it would be counterproductive 
to address some of the other items indicated below.   
 
In May, we had a full scoping survey of the building drainage performed; it found that the 
system is impassable in several areas under the building. As a result, the Committee met with 
Bob Thomas who was the chief architect for the elevator project and his Chief Engineer.  
They recommended that we leave the existing drainage system in place, since the technology 
is old and would cause major disruptions to the building, and install an outside perimeter 
system where the waters would be collected from the gutters and downspouts, and 
disseminated away from the building into underground pooling areas and underground 
piping.  Bob Thomas plans to bring additional experts to inspect the Museum and meet with 
the Committee in the immediate future to recommend a drainage plan and potential costs.  
When that system is in place, the Committee then will turn its efforts to the various items on 
the priority list, such as fence painting, bathrooms, curatorial storage area, and other items as 
they may arise.  In the event there are any questions, any member of the committee would be 
glad to discuss them with you.  
 
Submitted by Erwin D. Apell, Co-Chair 
Dennis Johnson, Co-Chair 
Committee Members: Tracey Beck, Carrie Hogan, Robert Savage, Theresa Stuhlman, 
Margaretha Talerman  
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DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
The Development Committee met five times during the year and focused on the Annual 
Appeal, the fund raising events for the year, The Art of the Brick, donor cultivation, grants, 
rentals, corporate partnerships and the museum’s wish list. The 2008/2009 fiscal year has 
been a very busy, exciting, challenging and financially successful one. 
 
The Art of the Brick by Nathan Sawaya was a huge success. The Development Committee 
and Tracey Beck created sponsorship packages and contacted over 30 corporations targeting 
architectural firms, building firms, the Navy Yard, South Philadelphia businesses and toy 
stores. We received many donations and grants totaling $66,800.We collaborated with Knabb 
Partnership who gave their time and ideas for Saturday family workshops and hands-on 
room. Members of this architectural firm helped the children to plan, draw and build 
structures out of bricks and the adults joined in the fun. We must congratulate Tracey Beck 
for taking on the enormous challenge and making it happen. The total net revenue for the 
project was $52,336. 
 
The Annual Appeal is our cornerstone of support for the museum. Each contribution helps to 
keep the doors open. Our goal was to reach $50,000 for the year. We were very fortunate to 
have received a matching grant of $5000 from the Arronson Foundation which helped us to 
reach the goal along with one evening of a Phona-thon.The Phona-thon brought in an 
additional $1700. The total reached was $51,950 which is the largest we have received for 
the Annual Appeal. We must thank the incredibly dedicated volunteers for the Phona-thon in 
helping us to reach our goal.  They are Sally Bridwell, Kristina Hofmann, Roy and Donna 
Johnson, Kristina O’Doherty, Doriney Seagers and Sandra Pfaff. A note of interest—we had 
forty-four members who gave for the first time. 
 
This year we recognized and thanked our higher category donors by inviting them to the 
special opening of The Art of the Brick exhibition.  It was a wonderful evening attended by 
145 people. In 2010 the Membership and the Development Committees have joined together 
in planning the next recognition for our Higher Category members. The event will be a 
dinner on February 21, 2010, a behind the scenes tour of some of the museum’s hidden 
treasures, a trivia game and live music. 
 
We have received many grants and donations for educational programs, exhibitions and 
general operating support. See p. 15 for a full list.  
 
The Spring Ting, our largest fund raiser, chaired by Kristina O’Doherty was once again very 
successful and enjoyed by all. We raised $17,000.  Many volunteers helped to make it a 
success. See special report on Spring Ting on p. 10. The date for our next Spring Ting is 
March 20, 2010. 
 
This was our third year doing the golf outing which was held on May 26. We partnered with 
the Philadelphia Swedish Chamber of Commerce this year and we called it The Swedish Golf 
Outing. Edie Rohrman was Co-Chair with Hans-Petter Andresen and Christer Andresen of 
SACC. See special report on the Swedish Golf Outing, p.10. 
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The museum’s rentals have been a “little weak” this year, but we have had some weddings, 
and corporate events.  Our revenue for the fiscal year was $7000. There are several events 
planned for the fall, Philadelphia Parks Alliance’s party and the Philadelphia Hospitality 
Center. There are plans to do increased advertising for facility rentals in the coming year.  
 
Many committee members continue to meet with corporate people and continue to establish a 
“pool of prospects” for donations. The following corporations have given to the museum this 
year: Comcast Spectacor, Sunoco, SCA, Urban Outfitters, Capozzi Real Estate, IKEA, PNC 
Institutional Investments, and SKF, USA. 
 
The Spirit of Raoul Wallenberg Humanitarian Award reception will be another fund raiser 
for the museum and will be underwritten by an anonymous donor. It will be on October 24, 
honoring Ambassador Asher Naim with the Humanitarian Award. 
 
The museum thanks our members for their contributions and involvement. They mean a great 
deal to our mission and future. 
 
Submitted by Sandra Pfaff, Chair 
Members: Jackie Axilbund, Maria Donatucci, Carin Foster, Dawn Gould, Shawn Jalosinski, 
John McCann, Kristina Johnson O’Doherty, Edie Rohrman     
    
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The Finance Committee met 8 times throughout the year to monitor the museum’s expenses 
and revenues relative to budget and the performance of our investments. They gave particular 
study to the financial results of the The Art of the Brick exhibition. The committee also 
reviewed the Executive Director’s budget draft for FY10 and made recommendations before 
it was approved by the full board in June. 
 
The primary activity of the Finance Committee this year was the development of a Capital 
Preservation Plan. The Board of Governors was very concerned about the drop in the value 
of the endowment due to market conditions and asked the committee to develop 
recommendations for action should the endowment continue to lose the value. The 
Committee members did extensive research about what other non-profits are doing and 
recommended the following plan which was adopted by the board at the April meeting: 
 

·  Immediately liquidate $240,000 from the bond holdings to be invested in CDs. This 
money represents 4 years worth of operating support for the museum and will be used 
as the CDs mature, rather than liquidating equities to support operations. 

·  If the total endowment account balance subsequently falls below a market value of 
$900,000 (which would represent a drop of 19%), then one third of the balance 
($300,000) would be moved into a ‘cash equivalent’ account leaving an invested 
balance of $600,000.  
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·  If the invested balance amount then falls to $500,000 (additional drop of 17%) the 
remaining balance would be moved into a cash equivalent account.  If after either 
event is triggered, the SandP 500 moves up 10% (+/-1%) then the monies would be 
moved back into the investments to avoid missing a major upswing in the market. 

 
The committee will continue to work with our investment managers to monitor the 
performance of our endowment. 

 
Erik Muther, Chair 
Members: Agneta Bailey, Tracey Beck, Leonard Busby, Anna-Greta O’Neill, Sandra Pfaff, 
Kirk Seagers 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

The Membership Committee has held six meetings since September 2008. We are pleased to 
report that current ASHM membership statistics compare favorably with previous years. 
Thanks to the expertise of our new staff membership coordinator, Caroline Rossy, we are 
now able to track membership numbers and trends easily and accurately. During this year, 
Caroline has also streamlined the new member and renewal process, with all communications 
being sent out in a timely manner.   
 
In the spring, ASHM introduced a new member benefit—a Swedish film library. Thanks to 
the generosity of museum member Morgan Jones, the museum offers more than 50 titles of 
many award winning and popular films in various genres. Members may borrow these 
movies at no charge.  
 
The Membership Committee and museum staff hosted a most successful welcoming supper 
with activities for our newest members (all those who had joined as new members since 
February of 2008) on March 8th. Twenty new members and thirty-six Board members, staff, 
and their families attended. 
 
The Membership Committee and the Development Committee will host a special event to be 
held in February of 2010 to honor our generous donors who give more than $250 combined 
through membership dues and annual appeal. With Carrie Hogan’s curatorial help, we will 
“unlock treasures” from our permanent collection and offer behind the scenes tours. This free 
event will include a seated dinner, coordinated by Dawn Gould with the assistance of 
Membership and Development committee volunteers.  
 
Submitted by Evie Merritt, Membership Chair   
Committee Members: Sally Bridwell, Christina Gravdahl, Kathi Keefe, Evie Merritt, Keith 
Nelson, Fred Pfaff, Sandra Pfaff, Bob Savage, Ginny Swedberg, Tracey Beck and Caroline 
Rossy. 
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MUSEUM COMMITTEE 
  
The Museum Committee has held two meetings during the year, reviewing donations to the 
collections and discussing the exhibition schedule. The great success of The Art of the Brick 
exhibition will be hard to repeat, but it is very encouraging that Colony to Community: The 
Story of New Sweden, an exhibition created by the ASHM staff, was and will be shown at 
other institutions including the New Jersey State Museum and Delaware Historical Society. 
The Swedish Colonial Society is also sending the panels from this exhibition to museums and 
organizations throughout the country in celebration of their Centennial Jubilee. 
 
Submitted by Margaretha Talerman, Chair 
Members: Tracey Beck, Carrie Hogan, Thora Jacobson, Robert Savage, Abby Shaw  
  
 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

The Nominating Committee met three times throughout the year to suggest and review 
candidates for the board of governors. A slate of six candidates for the board was circulated 
to the membership in the ASHM Newsletter and are being presented at the annual meeting.  
They are: 
First term— Christer Baeckstrom, John P. McCann, Jr., Johan Nordbrandt, and Earl E. 
Seppala 
Second term candidates — Maria Patelmo Donatucci and Robert Savage 
 
Submitted by Carin Foster, Chair 
Members: Tracey Beck, Kristina Hofmann, Robert Savage, Doriney Seagers, Margaretha 
Talerman 
 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

The Strategic Planning Committee met in February and had a very thorough discussion about 
the very core of the museum’s mission and goals for the future. The committee continued to 
discuss the benefits of developing a new plan ourselves or hiring a consultant to facilitate the 
process. At this time, they felt managing the process ourselves was the direction to go. 
 
Several members of the board also attended a webinar sponsored by AAM and led by John 
Durel about Strategic Frameworks. This webinar presented another interesting model about 
how to lead an organization to think and act strategically which will be presented to the full 
board. 
 
Tracey Beck and Robert Savage, Co-Chairs 
Committee Members: Tricia Davies, Birgitta Davis, Marna Feldt, Carrie Hogan, Shawn 
Jalosinski, John McCann, Anna-Greta O’Neill, Sandra Pfaff.  
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GOVERNANCE POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

An ad-hoc committee was formed to draft policies for the museum that will be recommended 
on the new IRS-990 form for non-profits. Members of the committee reviewed sample 
policies from other organizations and drafted three policies which were reviewed at board 
meetings and adopted at the June meeting. The policies are a Whistleblower Policy, 
Executive Director Compensation Review, and a Document and Record Retention Policy. 
 
Leonard Busby, Chair 
Members: Agneta Bailey; Sandra Pfaff; Robert Savage; Tracey Beck 
 
 
 

Reports from the Museum’s Clubs, Organizations and Fundraisers 
 
 

GENEALOGY CLUB  
 

It has been a great year for the Swedish Genealogy Club.  Member Dennis Johnson, who is 
the Book Review Editor of the Swedish American Genealogist Magazine, was our speaker at 
our Club’s Fall 2008 meeting.  His program, entitled Coloring the Immigrant Experience, 
traced the many threads that run through numerous books depicting the Swedish-American 
experience as viewed by both Swedish and Swedish-American authors.  At our winter 
meeting, four club members presented detailed presentations about their genealogical 
pursuits while in Sweden.  A video about Swedes arriving in the United States was shown at 
our Spring 2009 meeting.  The next video in the series will be shown at our November 7, 
2009 meeting.  We hope you’ll be able to join us!  In addition, research appointments are 
also available periodically throughout the year, where assisted by one of our volunteers, you 
can tap into our club’s extensive Internet resources and CD’s of Swedish records to enhance 
your own research into your family tree. 
 
Submitted by Dennis Rydberg, President 
Claude Anderson, Vice President; Bill Fagerstrom, Secretary 

 
 

THE SWEDISH MUSEUM SINGERS  
 
The Swedish Museum singers celebrated their 10th anniversary this year and have been 
enjoying their third year under the direction of Sarah Gulish, sounding better with each 
concert.  Their Christmas concert performed on December 13th, the Lucia Day, included a 
couple of new songs, one of them being “Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer,” “Rudolf med 
röda mulen,” with a little scat and an jazzy tone to it.  A lot of fun to perform according to 
the choir members, maybe you’ll get to hear it again!  

After a customary break over Christmas and the month of January, the Singers resumed 
rehearsals in preparation for their Valborg Concert, which takes place every year on April 
30th.  Thanks to the Music Director, Sarah, there were a couple of new songs, two of them by 
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the Swedish composer Wilhelm Peterson-Berger.  Next it was time for Midsommar Fest and 
the Swedish Museum Singers chipped in with a few songs in unison as well as leading a few 
traditional summer songs in Sing-along.   

During the customary break over the summer the choir was informed by Sarah Gullish that 
she no longer will be able to be their Music Director due to too many professional and 
personal commitments.  When the choir resumes rehearsals at the end of September it will be 
under the Direction of Carrie Lawless.  The Swedish Museum Singers is looking forward to 
another wonderful year of singing hoping to have the opportunity to learn some more songs 
and are happy to welcome new members. There’s no need to speak Swedish all you need is a 
will to learn and be happy to sing! 

Submitted by Christina Gravdahl, President 
Kristina Kalb, Treasurer   
 
 

MIDSOMMARKLUBBEN  
 
Midsommarklubben is a Swedish speaking club that meets every second Tuesday each 
month. The Midsommar Fest in June and Julbord in December are the club’s two big events. 
Midsommarklubben was again able to present the Museum with a $10,000 check this 
summer. The donation will go towards operating support for the Museum and also for 2 
changing tables, one for each bathroom. 
 
We are always welcoming new members at any time. 
 
Submitted by Inger Stone, President   
Annika Saracini, Secretary; Ingrid Cagan, Treasurer 
 
 

AUXILIARY 
 
The Board of the Auxiliary usually meets on the first Thursday of the month from September 
to June. There are three general meetings of the membership followed by programs and lunch 
as well. The Auxiliary also sponsors the Lucia Fest at Christmas time and helps with other 
museum events as needed. Proceeds from these programs allowed the Auxiliary to give the 
museum an annual donation of $7,000 to help where needed. The upcoming events are the 
October luncheon and the Lucia Fest. 
 
Submitted by Dawn Gould, President 
Carol Fucci, Vice President; Tina Cook, Secretary; Kristina O’Doherty, Treasurer; Jackie 
Axilbund, Corresponding Secretary. 
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SWEDISH GOLF OUTING  
 
Swedish Golf Outing was held on May 26, 2009 at Blue Bell Country Club (in the rain!) The 
Outing was a joint venture of the Swedish American Chamber of Commerce and The 
American Swedish Historical Museum with First Tee of Philadelphia youth program as a 
recipient of 42% of the profits.   
 
There were 82 golfers and 102 persons attended the buffet BBQ dinner.  Feedback on the 
location was generally good for accommodations, course, food and cooperation with the golf 
tournament committee.  It was agreed by the committee to return to Blue Bell for the 2010 
event if prices and dates were acceptable. 
 
There were 9 Hole Sponsors acknowledged at the Outing with 26 additional Raffle and 
Auction donors/supporters also listed.  
 
In addition to golfers, diners and sponsors, additional revenue was received from Putting, 
Mulligans, Pot of Gold and Pink Ball Contests; Auction; Raffle, and Donations.  Total 
revenue was $15,021 with Expenses at $10,014 leaving a profit of $5,006, which was shared 
by ASHM, SACC and the First Tee. 
 
Many thanks go to the volunteers who sold Raffle tickets, obtained sponsors and auction 
items, gave plenty of “manpower” to the sign-in and logistics of the day and organized the 
putting contest! In addition, the Interns were invaluable as they ran the refreshments 
throughout the course despite the rain. 
 
The date for the 2010 Golf Outing will be early June either the 7th or 14th.  Planning for the 
outing will begin this fall with a meeting in September.  We are seeking additional 
sponsorships and ideas. As with everything, it is also hopeful that the economy will improve 
and boost the support for the event. 

 
Submitted by Edie Rohrman, co-chair 
Hans-Petter Andresen and Christer Andresen, co-chairs 
Committee: Tracey Beck, Sally Bridwell, Maria Donatucci, Carin Foster, John Foster 
Dawn Gould, Lisa Hartnell, Malin Isaksson, Shawn Jalosinski, Morgan Jones, Emelie 
Medin, Keith Nelson, Fred Pfaff, and Sandra Pfaff    
    
 

SPRING TING 
 

A beautiful spring evening on March 21, 2009, and a delightful honored guest set the stage 
for a very special Spring Ting event this year.  Elfi von Kantzow Alvin received the ASHM’s 
Outstanding Achievement Award for her tireless work promoting Scandinavian culture.  
Elfi’s grandson and daughter traveled from Sweden to join Elfi and friends at the museum to 
celebrate her many accomplishments.   As a major fundraiser for the museum, our Spring 
Ting 2009 raised $17,000 in support of our continuing exhibitions and educational programs.  
We extend our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all who supported Spring Ting in so many 
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ways.  Our thanks go to our sponsors and to those who donated items for our silent auction 
and online auction and a special thank you to the staff members and the committee for their 
months of work preparing for Spring Ting 2009. 

 
Corporate Sponsors    Individual Sponsors 
SKF USA, Inc.    Agneta Hägglund Bailey 
SCA Americas    Mrs. George C. McFarland 
Sunoco, Inc. Philadelphia Refinery  Sandra and Alfred Pfaff 
PNC Institutional Investments  Clarrisa and Peder Bonde 
 
Submitted by Kristina O’Doherty, Chair 
Members: Jackie Axilbund, Tracey Beck, Sally Bridwell, Margaret Churchville, Tricia 
Davies, Birgitta Davis, Carin Foster, Carol Fucci, Donna Johnson, Evie Merritt, Anna-
Greta O’Neill, Sandra Pfaff, Robert Savage, Doriney Seagers, Virginia Swedberg, 
Margaretha Talerman, Birgitta Wilson 
 
 

Museum and Library 
 

Exhibitions 
Nathan Sawaya: The Art of the Brick, August 22, 2008 – November 30, 2008 
Sandra Binion: Ennesbo, January 15, 2009 – May 10, 2009 
Colony to Community: The Story of New Sweden  
 New Jersey State Museum in Trenton – January 24, 2009-May 17, 2009 
 American Swedish Historical Museum – June 7, 2009- November 22, 2009 
 
Featured Exhibitions 
Material Matters: Samples from the Textile Collection, May 16, 2008 – Ongoing 
Zorn Nudes, May 16, 2009 - Ongoing  
 
Gifts to the Museum 
With much appreciation, we thank the following members, friends, and colleagues for 
contributing to the collection.  Marjorie Greendyk donated a map of New Sweden made by 
members of the Federal Writer’s Project, W.P.A. in New Jersey during the 1930s.  Signe 
Roothe donated photographs and an 18th century genealogical chart of the Swedish Royal 
Family engraved by Matthias Seutter.  Mette Parker donated two prayer books signed by 
Sweden’s Queen Victoria and other books for office reference.  Diana Redfield donated a 
picture book of images from the American Swedish Historical Museum during the 1950s.  
James D. Hedbor donated two hand-carved, ax-hewn, wooden bowls which he made to the 
education collection.  George Batcheler donated four Swedish dolls in provincial costumes, 
an antique Dala Horse and a sleigh to the permanent museum collection.  
 
Gifts to the Library 
Marna Feldt made her annual contribution to the Library with a donation of the complete 
2008 series of the Scandinavian Studies Journal. Marna Feldt and Adelle Bedrossian donated 
a new set of Swedish-English, English-Swedish dictionaries in loving memory of their friend 
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Britta Blomquist Nordin. Lincoln Ekstrom donated several books and CDs to the library 
collection.  George Batcheler gave over 100 books belonging to his late wife Penny 
Batcheler to our library and Midsommar book sale. Bruce William Anderson donated his 
book, Pioneer Missionary: Lars Petter Lundgren and wife Alma. The Minnesota Historical 
Society Press gifted Joy K. Lintelman’s book, “I Go to America, Swedish American Women 
and the Life of Mina Anderson.” Art Norregaard also donated several books to the museum. 
 
Library Purchases 
Several new books were purchased this year to enhance our research library collection. 
Subjects include, Swedish Politics, Women, Gender and Family, Queen Christina and Royal 
History, Swedish Cooking and Food Traditions.     
 
Collections Internship 
University of the Arts intern, Kathy McHoes has been with ASHM since September 2008. 
She is working with Carrie Hogan to research the collections for an exhibition about Swedish 
Food and Festivals slated for the summer of 2010.    
 
Research Queries  
The Museum’s Library was active with research queries this year.  We received a range of 
questions and proposals from historians, hobbyists, and cultural questers located in all 
corners of the world.  Prevalent inquiries this year included the New Sweden Colony and 
Colonial America, Queen Christina, Amandus Johnson, John Ericsson, Swedish textiles and 
material culture, genealogy and several queries relating to Swedish art and artists. 
 
New Gallery Guide  
Over the summer of 2008, Carrie Hogan and a team of consultants re-wrote the text and 
Gittan Davis led the translation efforts for our new gallery guide. A professional graphic 
designer gave it a total makeover. The full-color piece includes many photographs and 
English and Swedish text side-by-side. It was especially helpful to have this piece ready for 
the large influx of first-time visitors in the fall. 
 
Submitted by Carrie Hogan, Curator 
 
 

Education and Community Outreach 
 

Summer highlights included welcoming back camp and day care groups for a second year of 
Pippi Longstocking summer programs and taking the Growing Up in New Sweden offering 
to Recreation Centers in North Philadelphia. We participated in Cultural Diversity Day at the 
Philadelphia Zoo in early August. Tracey Beck even took the new outreach program based 
on the book Elin’s Amerika to ScanFest in September, much to the appreciation of festival 
organizers and fairgoers. 
 
The fall was especially thrilling to share the exceptional exhibition The Art of the Brick with 
school children, teachers and families through new special programs designed for these 
visitors. The museum held three Family Buildarama Days with a total of 576 participants. 
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Families were encouraged to see the exhibit of LEGO artwork by Nathan Sawaya and then 
build for themselves. The focus for the builders was architecture, so they met with an 
architect from the West Chester based Knabb partnership in the museum’s Colonial Room 
and drew sketches and an elevation for their building. Then they went to work constructing in 
the New Sweden and converted Nobel Rooms and collectively raised a LEGO city block. 
Children had their pictures taken with their creations and then went on an orienteering 
excursion in FDR Park with new museum weekend manager Graham O’Neill.  
 
The museum participated in International Day at Central High School, giving presentations 
about Swedish culture to 128 students.  In the spring, we sponsored an internship for a high 
school junior, Shareef Jones of Mastery Charter School. The school year came to a close at 
the museum with a half dozen small groups visiting from as nearby as across the street (Holy 
Spirit and Calvary Temple Schools) and as far away as Atlantic City (Star of the Sea School 
shepherded by museum supporter Amy Soznov).  The Swedish School Conference held at 
the museum in March provided an excellent marketing opportunity. About half the group of 
75 parents/teachers of Swedish Schools in the Mid-Atlantic region took a tour of the 
museum. For many of them it was their first visit to ASHM. In April, we hosted a small 
college group from University of Delaware, promoting the museum and presenting how 
education programs at a small to mid-sized institution can fit into state curriculum standards.  
 
Two new educational programs were offered in summer of 2009. Swedish Adventurers is a 
fun new camp and daycare group program designed for multi-age groups. It explores some of 
the most exciting aspects of Swedish history; the marauding Viking warriors who dominated 
Europe from 800-1100 AD and the pioneering Swedish colonists who set up the first 
European colony in the Delaware Valley in 1638. A new outreach program was established 
along the theme set by the Collaborative Library Program, which is “Be Creative @ Your 
Library” (PA and NJ State Libraries and DE Division of Libraries participate) ASHM’s 
offering to libraries is called Be Creative with Cool Scandinavian Crafts. The museum 
educator will take children’s books by Scandinavian authors, along with lots of craft 
supplies, to participating libraries and present an hour-long program focused on famous 
stories from Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Norway, and fun craft projects inspired by 
them.  

ASHM participated in the day-long Cradle of Liberty Boy Scout Jamboree in Green Lane 
Park, Green Lane, PA. Weekend Manager Graham O'Neill, who has also assisted with 
ASHM's education programs, represented the museum by taking Viking activities, such as 
Viking chess, to the gathering. This year's Jamboree was attended by thousands of area 
scouts and their families, of which Graham interacted with approximately 350 individuals. 

ASHM is grateful to be able to offer free onsite programs in FY10 thanks to the generous 
support of the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development through 
Representative Robert Donatucci, the Connelly Foundation and the Rosenlund Family 
Foundation.  
 
Submitted by Tricia Davies, Educator and Public Relations Coordinator 
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The Amandus Johnson Service Award 
 

The committee has selected Birgitta and Bill Wilson to receive the Amandus Johnson Service 
Award for 2009 in recognition of their dedicated service to the museum. 
 
Committee Members: Brigitta Davis, Caroline Rossy, Carrie Hogan, Tricia Davies, Tracey 
Beck, Sandra Pfaff,, Fred Pfaff, Ginny Swedberg, LaVonne Johnson, Dennis Johnson, Donna 
Johnson, Roy Johnson, Bob Savage, Marna Feldt 
 
 

Calendar for the Year 
 

Crayfish Party, August 10   
The Art of the Brick Preview Party, August 22   
The Art of the Brick Opening, August 23   
The Art of the Brick Extended Hours, September 11 
Annual Meeting, September 14    
Auxiliary Luncheon, Toni Seaflower, speaker October 16   
The Art of the Brick Extended Hours, Battle of the Bands Building Challenge, October 16  
Bus trip to Lower East Side Tenement Museum and NY Historical Society, November 1  
The Art of the Brick Family Buildarama, October 19 
Genealogy Club, Dennis Johnson, speaker, November 2 
New Sweden History Conference, November 8    
 The Art of the Brick extended hours, November 13 
Cooking class, November 15 
 The Art of the Brick Family Buildarama Day, November 22 
Julbord, December 5 
Lucia Procession and Julmarknad, December 6 
Swedish Museum Singers Christmas Concert, December 13 
Exhibition opening, Sandra Binion; Ennesbo, January 15 
Genealogy Club Meeting, January 31 
Pea Soup Supper, January 31 
Semlor and Movie, February 21 
New Member Welcome Dinner, March 8 
Spring Ting Dinner and Auction, March 21 
Easter Workshop, April 5 
Cooking Class, April 25 
Valborgsmässoafton, April 30 
Zorn Lecture and Auxiliary Luncheon, May 16 
Swedish Golf Outing at the Blue Bell Country Club, May 26 
Exhibition Opening, Colony to Community: The Story of New Sweden, June 7 
Midsommar, June 13 
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Volunteers 
 
A virtual army of volunteers assists the museum in nearly every area of its operations. Board 
members assist in fundraising, facilities issues and projects, governance and policy making. 
Hard working committees and groups like the Midsommarklubben and Auxiliary produce 
events throughout the year which bring many people to the museum and raise much needed 
funds. Weekly, dedicated volunteers staff the front desk, assist with mailings and help with 
our school programs. For all of you we are extremely grateful. If you would like to add an 
interesting dimension to your life, contact the museum and we’ll find a volunteer job for you 
that meets your skills and interests! 
 

Funders 
 
The important daily work of the museum and special projects would not be possible without 
the assistance of the museum’s many government, individual, corporate and foundation 
supporters. 
 
       Source              Project 
American Scandinavian Foundation  New Sweden History Conference 
Anonymous Foundation   Staff salaries, Wallenberg award 
Arronson Foundation    Annual Appeal Challenge Grant 
ASHM Auxiliary    The Art of the Brick 
Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation  Operating Support, Swedish intern, building projects 
Central Carolina Community Foundation  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  Operating support, The Art of the Brick 

Dept. of Community and Economic Development 
Connelly Foundation    Education 
Elis Olsson Memorial Foundation  Capital Project 
Mrs. George C. McFarland   Colonial Room re-installation 
Midsommarklubben    The Art of the Brick, cash register, TV monitor 
Penn. Historical and Museum Commission  Operating Support 
Philadelphia Cultural Fund   Operating Support 
Rosenlund Foundation   Education 
Sports Complex Special Services District 
Sunoco, Inc. Philadelphia Refinery  
SWEA New Jersey    Ennesbo 
SWEA Philadelphia    Ennesbo 
Swedish Colonial Society   Colony to Community exhibition 
Swedish Council of America   Printscapes exhibition 

 
 
 

Board of Governors and Staff 
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Board of Governors 
Jacqueline Axilbund 
Agneta Hägglund Bailey 
Tracey Beck, Executive Director  
Leonard A. Busby, Esq. 
Lisa Christenson 
Maria Donatucci 
Carin Foster, Vice Chair 
Dawn Gould 
Christina Gravdahl 
Kristina Gustafson Hofmann 
Shawn Jalosinski 
Dennis Johnson 

Kathi Keefe 
Evelyn K. Merritt 
Erik Muther 
Kristina Johnson O’Doherty 
Anna-Greta O’Neill  
Sandra Pfaff, Vice Chair 
Robert E. Savage, Chair 
Doriney Seagers, Secretary 
David Kirk Seagers, Treasurer 
Inger Stone 
Theresa Stuhlman 
Margaretha Talerman 

 
Ex officio Governors 
The Honorable Michael Nutter, Mayor of Philadelphia  
Mark Focht, Executive Director, Fairmount Park Commission  
 (represented by Theresa Stuhlman) 
 
Staff 
Tracey Rae Beck, Executive Director  
Tricia Davies, Educator/Public Relations Coordinator  
Birgitta W. Davis, Associate Director 
Carrie Hogan, Curator  
Caroline Rossy, Membership and Visitor Services Coordinator  
Frank C. Sanders, Building Manager 
Emelie Medin and Malin Isaakson; SACC interns 
 
Weekend Managers: Kenneth Davis, Dennis Johnson, Ruth O’Brien, Graham O’Neill, 
 Peter Ordonez, and Jamie Teich 
Visitor Service Staff (Fall 2008): Aimee Dobberstein, Megan Kilcoyne,  
 Christine Rendell, and Lauren Wampler 
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Members and Donors 

 
The generosity of our community of supporters is vital in our ability to carry out our mission. The 
following individuals, foundations, organizations and corporations have given us gifts and grants to 
support our operating needs, endowment, events and special projects above and beyond basic 
membership dues: 
 
$100,000 and above 
Anonymous 
Barbro Osher Pro Suecia  
    Foundation 
Mrs. George C. McFarland 
 
$10,000 to $99,999 
ASHM Auxiliary 
City of Philadelphia  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  
   Department of Community and  
   Economic Development 
Elis Olsson Memorial Foundation 
Midsommarklubben 
Pennsylvania Historical and  
   Museum Commission 
Dr. Robert Savage 
Swedish Colonial Society 
 
$1,000 to $9,999 
American Scandinavian  
   Foundation 
Kristina Antoniades, M. D. 
Aronsson Foundation 
Mrs. V. Pinnock Bailey, II 
Capozzi Real Estate 
Count and Countess Peder Bonde 
Connelly Foundation 
Sylvia E. Davenport 
Estate of Penelope H. Batcheler 
Ms. Marna Feldt 
John and Carin Foster 
Roy and Donna Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan R. Jones 
Martin Kleppe 
Dr. and Mrs. V. Eugene McCoy 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Pfaff 
Rosenlund Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Ross 
SCA Americas 
SKF USA Inc. 
Sports Complex Special  
   Services District 
Sunoco, Inc. Philadelphia Refinery 
Swedish Council of America 
SWEA New Jersey 
SWEA Philadelphia 
 
$500 to $999 
George and Jackie Axilbund 
Bill and Tracey Beck 
Ulla Dagert-Muther 

Gordon and Jane Downing 
Jeff and Christina Gravdahl 
Pia and Richard Halloran 
Kristina Gustafson Hofmann 
Evie and Chris Merritt 
Mrs. Marshall A. Mundheim 
Kristina and John O'Doherty 
Anna-Greta O'Neill 
PNC Institutional Investments 
Earl and Sylvia Seppala 
Virginia Swedberg 
Alec and Margaretha Talerman 
 
 
$250 to $499 
Anonymous 
Mr. George Batcheler, Jr. 
Linda Begley 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Nagle 
  Bridwell 
Robert and Ingrid Cagan 
Mrs. Kenneth Cook 
Morris and Birgitta Davis 
Countess Margareta Douglas 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Eklund 
Ulf and Maud Hammarskjold 
Hellberg Family 
Kristina and Charles Kalb 
Kathi Keefe 
Desiree I. Larosa 
Ruth Lindeborg and Leonard  
   Busby 
Dr. and Mrs. Keith Nelson 
Bengt and Connie Nestell 
Mrs. George Orescan 
Al and Gerry Ostrand 
Jonathan Poole and Erin 
Cederlind 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert R. 
Rambo 
Fran and Eric Reichl 
Edith and Albert Rohrman 
Mr. and Mrs. James D. 
Seagers 
Jim and Theresa Stuhlman 
Lorraine and Richard 
Waldron 
Inger Wedin and Larry 
Wendorf 
Birgitta and Bill Wilson 
 

$100 to $249 
The Rev. and Mrs. Martin L. Acker 
Charles and Frances Allmond 
Mrs. Elfi von Kantzow Alvin 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Anderson 
Clifford and Dorothy Anderson 
Anonymous 
Harry and Marilyn Appel 
Barthco, Division of OHL 
Mona N. Batt 
Len and Flo Beck 
Linda and Bill Begley 
Ragnhild and Bo Bergqvist 
Christina A. Bergqvist and Philip  
   Debaun 
Leif G. Biderman 
Biddle and Company, Insurance 
   Brokers 
Terry and Virginia Bridge 
Elisabeth and Wayne Brown 
Sandra E. Brown 
Robert and Julie Jensen Bryan 
William Callahan and Rut  
   Vivianne Englund-Callahan 
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Campbell-  
   Westlind 
Lisa C. Caplan 
Margaret Churchville 
DeAnn P. Clancy 
Dale and Mary Jean Clark 
Jens and Allison Clausen 
Keith and Hilma Cooper 
David  and Catharina Copeland 
Margaret Copeland 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. DeBoer 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Engstrom 
Mr. and Mrs. Evald R. Eskilson 
Jan and Lillemor Essunger 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Finnish American Society of the  
   Delaware Valley 
Priscilla Foley 
Monica Fowler 
Christina Fox 
Chris and Karl Fritton 
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation 
Dawn Gould 
Mrs. Ingrid Hammond 
Jorgen G. Hedenhag 
Ulla M. Heinicke 
Carl O. Helstrom, Jr. 
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Lisa and Bill Hoffman 
Alfred C. Holm 
B. Rena Huntsman 
Dr. Betty M. Johnson 
Katherine Johnson 
LaVonne and Dennis Johnson 
Morgan Jones 
Lars and Adrienne Jönsson 
Catherine Khayati 
Carol A. Kimbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Knutson 
Dee Lachman 
W. Robert and Judith A. Lang 
Maria and Scott Larsen 
Karen M. Larsen 
Barbro and Ernst Larsson 
Sune and  Elisabeth Lundin 
Mr and Mrs. John and Lila P.  
   McCleary 
Signe M. Millichap 
Dr. Charles J. Mode 
Marita and William Motter 
Erik D. Muther 
Paula Newman 
Norden Women's Club 
Deana and Eric Nordstrom 
Douglas and Gail Oines 
Albert T. Olenzak 
Oscar's Borg Lodge #172 VOA 
Jere and Birgitta Paddack 
Mette Parker 
Victoria E. and Robert A. 
   Peterson 
Pop’s Water Ice 
Prudential Foundation  
Qliktech 
John and Kerstin Radel 
Linda T. Raffa 
Eleanor D. Redfield 
Rev. and Mrs. David B.  
   Rivers 
Deborah Robinson 
Ms. Hope Rosenlund 
Christer and Rebecca Sahlman 
Kjerstin and Dominic Sama 
Svea Sauer 
Guy Lacy Schless, MD 
Beatrice Scholz 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Seagers 
Kristina H. Smith 
John and Susan Soffronoff 
Jessica Lowenadler Sontag 
Mrs. Thomas Stengel 
Inger Stone 
Mrs. Evelyn A. Streed 
Vincent V. Suppan 
Swedish Cultural Society  
   Cleveland Chapter 
Paul Thenstedt 
Erik and Linnéa Tornqvist 

James and Cynthea Traverso 
Harry T. Verngren 
Elisabeth and Lars  
   von Kantzow 
Laura and Allen Weisse 
Mr. and Mrs. William White 
 
Under $100 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
   Anderson 
Marianne Baeckstrom 
Anita and Bogsted Bilicki 
Edward and Carolyn Brann 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett and  
   Faye Brigaman 
Florence Anderson Chatas 
Alice Christensen 
Wåhlin-Clark Family 
Mr. Dale W. Cottrell 
Jill and Michael D’Andrea  
Louise Wilson Dardaris 
Christina Davis 
Frank Embon 
Ralph and Gwenn Eskilson 
Rodney and Darlene Gates 
Erik and Trinell Genga 
Barbara E. Good 
Mrs. Margaret A. Hallqvist 
Joseph and Karin Hampel 
Donald and Louise Heath 
Elisabeth Hohman 
Christina Holm 
Liz Izenour 
Jenny Lind Club of Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Sigurd S. Johnson 
James Johnson 
C.R. Karlsson 
Karin Kornaga 
Rosemary Krill 
Miss Marcia Larson 
Gunhild Ljung 
Jean S. Markovitz 
Mrs. Rita G. Mathews 
Ulla-Britta McCarthy 
Jim and Kathy McCracken 
Carl G Nilsen 
Ms. Florence V. Olson 
Rose Marie G. Oster 
Mrs. Seymour Page 
Dorothy Appelgren Paley 
Maud and Ronald Palmer 
Christina Persson 
Karen Reeds 
Hilda Karlsson Roderick 
Robert and Nancy Sandberg 
Ms. Karen A. Seaman 
David O. Segermark 
Mrs. Inger M. Sexton 
Sister Gunnel Sterner 

Selma Tepper 
Mrs. Stina I. Timm 
The Wachovia Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wallin 
Dr. Kim-Eric Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. David Winters 
John A. Zinn 
 
In Honor of Morgan Jones, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Jones, Sr. 
 
In Honor of Erik Muther 
Ulla Dagert-Muther 
 
Life Members 
David L. Anderson 
Ms. Margaret Anderson 
Ruth Meixner-Bird 
Miss Amelie Marie Bonde 
Miss Helena Elisabeth Bonde 
Count and Countess Peder Bonde 
Miss Sophia Louise Bonde 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Butcher IV 
Mr. W. Keen Butcher 
Mr. Robert Cato 
Mr. Robert G. Cato, Jr. 
Mr. Leroy W. Dahlberg 
Torsten Edvar E.A. 
Lincoln and Ruth Ekstrom 
Ms. Marna Feldt 
Margaret Finley 
Mrs. Richard A. Groos 
Len and Elly Gustafsson 
Mr. Olov Hagerbrant  
Douglas Hellstrom 
Dr. John Hemmingson Hill 
Dr. Robert Nyden Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Bengt Jansson 
Jenny Lind Club of Michigan 
Martin Kleppe 
Mrs. Harold E. Kohn 
Miss Marcia Larson 
Dr. Elizabeth Larsson 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Martenson 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Matz 
Mrs. Rita G. Matthews 
Mrs. Ellen Peterson Morris 
Mr. and Mrs. Sven Mossberg 
Cindy Nord 
Barbro S. Osher 
Dr. Georgina Peacher 
Mr. Herbert V. Peterson, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Pfaff 
Mr. Morris C. Rambo, Jr. 
Dr. Signe A. Rooth 
Miss Hope Ryden 
Mr. Karl E. Schober 
Robert A. Souders 
Ms. Ruth M. Taylor 

 



 20 

 
Gifts In-Kind 

 
We would like to thank the many individuals and organizations that provided donations of tangible 
gifts and/or services to the museum and its events. 
 
Adventure Aquarium Camden 
Apell’s Society Hill Bed and Breakfast 
ASHM Auxiliary 
ASHM Board of Governors 
ASHM Midsommarklubben 
Bacio 
Bailine Body Sculpting 
Bartram’s Garden 
Betty Bags 
Blue Bell Country Club 
Camden Riversharks Baseball Club 
Chima Brazilian Steakhouse 
Cirillo Cosmetic Dermatology Spa 
Comcast Spectacor 
Continental Airlines 
Day by Day Catering and Restaurant 
Eastern State Penitentiary 
Eton Shirts 
Fleming’s Steakhouse 
Golden Pheasant Golf Club 
Herr’s 
Hershey’s Mill Golf Club 
IKEA 
Kalmar Nyckel Foundation 
Knapp Partnership 
Leif Ericson Viking Ship, Inc. 
Linh Phan Salon and Spa 
Longwood Gardens 
Misconduct 
Ooh La La Boutique 
Orchestra 2001 

Orrefors Kosta Boda 
Penn Museum of Archaeology 
   and Anthropology 
Pfaff Photography 
Philadelphia Eagles 
Philadelphia Phillies 
Pleasant Hill Nursery  
Polarn O. Pyret 
Pop’s Homemade Water Ice, Inc. 
Popi’s Italian Restaurant 
Rx Restaurant 
Saga Form 
SAS 
Scandinavian Airlines 
SWEA Philadelphia 
Swedes Inn 
Swedish Pastry Shop 
The Ace Gold Club 
The Avalon Golf Club 
The Media Theatre 
The Mission Grill 
The Philadelphia Kixx 
The Reading Phillies 
Toys ‘R’ Us of South Philadelphia 
Trader Joe’s 
Urban Outfitters, Inc. 
Viking Culinary Arts Center 
Wegman’s 
Winterthur Museum and   
   Country Estate 
Yuengling 

Hans-Petter Andersen 
Jackie and George Axilbund 
Herman Baron  
George Batcheler  
Tracey Beck 
Görel Bengtzon 
Elisabeth Jönsson Brown 
Kristin and Dennis Burns 
Tricia Davies 
Denise Doherty 
Maria Donatucci  
Ingrid Foster 
Dawn Gould  
Christina Gravdahl 
Eleanor Gravdahl 
Sven Johansson and Ida Molander- 
   Johansson 
Donna Johnson 
Dee Lachman 
Esther Ann McFarland 
Evie and Christopher Merritt 
Keith and Polly Nelson 
Kristina and John O’Doherty 
Sandra and Alfred J. Pfaff 
Bob Savage 
Margaretha Talerman 
Linda Vizi  
Birgitta Wilson

 
 
 
We appreciate the generosity demonstrated by those on the above lists and have made every effort to ensure accuracy. Please contact 
Tracey Beck, Executive Director, if you discover a mistake.  


